Health needs assessment in intermediate care of elderly people.
The National Service Framework for older people (Department of Health (DOH), 2001a) identifies health promotion as one of the eight standards for improving the health and well-being of older people. Population health needs assessment is the first stage in any public health promotion cycle. This article critiques health needs assessment methodology, investigates the origins of health needs assessment and discusses the application of health needs assessment theory in a community hospital setting.